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DEPDICATION. 


And the annexed Memoirs of bim 
are defagu'd ta [et forth, and recom- 
meud to imitation, thoſe ſpecial vir- 
iues of public and private life, which 
were fo eonfpicuons mn him while here 
below. | 

This lazeneſs of the publication, 475 
hoped, may be excuſed by the knows 
ac cidents which ,occaſion'd i it... Tho 
were the d, Nance mach greater, the 
memory” bf Sir THOMAS ABNEY. 
would be freſh fill. The luſtre of his 
, charatter hath fixed deep the grit. 
VOUS . ſenſe U the loſs of him. Ia pon 
and hours, Ma D bi, 20 be ſure. 
will be laſting ; and thes efore the mure 
care will be weedfufto regulate aud im- 
prove it. To which purpaſe the ſug- 
geſtion and advice of the enſpired a- 
rer is moſt proper. The time is ſhort, 
it remains that they which weep, be 

as if they not; and they which 


rej oice, 


DEDICAT ION. 
rejoice, as if they rejoiced not *. 
Seaſons and occaſtans will occur for the 
exerciſe of fuch differmg affettions, 
but the concern and duty is righthy to 
temper and govern them; ſo as not 
1% fink in dark and melancholy prove. - 
dences, nor to be unduly elated in 
brighter ones. Moderation muſt be 
ſhewn in all. This will be moſt agree- 
able to the mind and will of God, moſt. 
ſaitable to the nature of things here, 
qud moſt conducrve to eaſe and com- 
fort in every condition of life. 
May drome grace aſſiſt your L A- 
DYSHIP herem. And may you not 
only be help'd to the fitteſt frame and 
deportment under all the changes of 
time; but ſo to improve the experi- 
ence of the muabilty and tranſito- 


rineſs of things in this world, as to 
look more by faith to that better [tate 


and world which is unchangeable, and 


1 Cor. vii. 30, 31. 
where 


DE DICAT ION. 
where thoſe who reach it le and are 
happy together for ever. ad 
Your DaueHTERS alſo, Mapan, 
the next ſharers in your loſs and grief, 
need the aids and comforts of hegven - 
under ſuch an affliction. When my 
father and mother forſake me, /ars 
the holy Sara then the Lord will 
take me up. Bleſſed be God, your's 
are not bereaved of both parents. 
May your valuable life be long contt= 
aned with them to their great advan- 
tage; but in failure of that, and even 
with that too, may the bleſſings of the 
everlaſiing covenant be their chief de- 
fire and joy. Relations die, and crea- 
ture-comforts wither and drop away; 
but a covenant-intereſt in God, as a 
father and portion, is a ground of ſup* 
Port and conſolation which always a- 


bides, W, herefore, 


* Pſa). xxvii. 1 - 


Much 


DEDICATION. 
Much reſpected LADIES, may 


it be your earlieſt care to get to 
youg ſelves the beſt aſſurance of that 
happimeſs, and to act in all things 
becoming ſo great a priwilege. Know 
you the God of your father, and 
ſerve him with a perfect heart, 
and with a willing mind. Retam 
and purſue the good imſtrutttons of both 
your parents. Continue in all dutiful 

obſervance toward her, who ſurdives; 
and may ſhe always havethe comfort 
of ſeeing you walkin the truth, Re- 
ſpe and honour the memory of him, 
who is taken from you; and imitate 
the good example ſet before you both by 
him, and your honoured MoTass yet 
with yon; and do nothing unworthy of 
their excellent name and charatter. 
May the mutual love, which hitherto 
hath been ſo obſervable among you, be 
maimtain'd, and cultroated, and ex- 
preſſed in the moſt beneficial manner, 


2 exciting 


DEDICATTION. 
exciting each -other to, and further- 
ing in whatever is good and lauda- 
ble. Love heaven the. better for" pi- 
ous relatives gone thither, and cheriſh 
and ſtrengthen hopes of following them 
in God's time, and of being _ 
with them for ever with the Loyd. 
Theſe are the hearty . and 


Te of, 


MA DAM, 


and Iva DIszs, 
"TD {of 


your moſt obedient, and 
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moſt humble Servant, 
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on. . 
Therefore we are always confrdent, 
knowing that whilſt we are at 
home in the body, we are abſent 


from the Lord: 
(For we walk by faith, not by ſight) 


Me are confident, T ſay, and willing 
rather to be abſent Jun the body, 
aud preſent with the Lord. 


Need not explain to > you thoſe 
TSS tokens of mourning, which 
are here about us; ſome of 

you have been paying the laſt 
— BD eas to the remains of the 

| Rte —_ Sir THoMas ABNEyY, Kny, 
Alderman, and Father of this city. The 
loſs of ſo much real worth, and uſeful good- 
neſs out of it, can't but be matter of ſad re- 
flection: eſpecially when fo few of a like 
ſpirit and character, it may be feared, are re- 


maining in it, The prayer of holy David. 
B too 


0 


2 A FUNERAL SERMON 


too well ſuits our time: Help, Lbrd, for the 
godly man cegſeth, the faithful fail from 
among the children of men.. Who does not 
obſerve a deplorable decay of piety and fide- 
lity? of men fearing God, and hating cos 
vetouſneſs? ſuch as without narrow and 
ſelfiſh views are ready to do good in their 
ſtations? May the ſovereign ruler of all things 
incourage and ſtrengthen the hearts and 
hands of any ſuch ſurviving, and raiſe up 
others for every part and poſt of public 
ſervice. . , 

As to the deceaſed, while we juſtly la- 
ment the loſs of him. in the ſeveral rela- 


tions and capacities wherein he ſtood ; yet 


we ſorrow not as thoſe without hope, but 
are well perſuaded of the advantagedus 
change in reference to himſelf, He ſerved 
God in his generation according to his will, 
and fell on ſleep. He was ripe for hea- 
ven, and came to his grave in a full age; 
like as a ſhock of corn cometh in his ſeaſon. 
The honour and ſervice of God were his 
aim and buſineſs in life, and the enjoyment 
of him his hope, and we have the juſteſt 
ground to believe is now his reward in death. 
He could readily join in the ſenſe of the 
Apoſtle and other chriſtians here in the text: 

We are always confident, knowing that 
whilſt we are at home in the body, we are 


 apſent Js the Lord, &c. 


" Pſalm xii. 1. 


IN 


on Sir THoMAS ABNEY. 3 
IN the firſt verſe of the chapter, St. Paul 
had ſignified the comfortable expeQation, 
which he and other good men had of an 
happy ſtate in heaven, at the end of their 
life here on earth. Ve know, ſais he, 
that if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle 
were diſſolved, we have a building of God, 
an houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. Theſe bodies, wherein our 
ſouls now dwell as their houſo are earthly 
and mouldring, and but Zabernacles, not 
for continuance in their preſent frame, they 
muſt c'er long be diſſolved. But what then? 
' ſhall we be without an habitation? No: We 
ſhall haue a building of God, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 
We know this by the heavenly deſire rai- 
ſed in us after that bleſſed ſtate 3; and the 
fitneſs to which, by the grace of God, we 
are wrought for it; and the earneſt of the 
ſpirit b, which he hath given us for this 
purpoſe, to aſſure us of the poſſeſſion there- 
of in due ſeaſon, | 

THEREFORF, faith he in the text, wwe 
are always confident, 1. e. of good heart 
and courage, not dejected or ſunk by affli- 
ctions, or laviſh fears of death: knowme 
that whilſt we are at home in the body, 
we are abſent from the Lord: for we walk 
by faith not by fight: our life here is but 
a life of believing and hoping, not of ſee- 


Vie 2, 4. "Poſe x. 
B 2 ing 
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ing and enjoying: hellt we are at home 
in the body, we are: abſent from the Lard. 
This therefore can't be our beſt life; our 
happineſs lies in being where Chriſt is, and 
beholding his glory. He are confident 
therefore, and willing rather to be abſent 


from the body, and preſent with the. Lard. 


We don't only not fear, but are willing ra- 
ther to go out of the body, for ſo great a 
good, to be in the immediate preſence of 
God and Chriſt, where is fulneſs of joy and 
Phegſare for evermore. 

TE words offer to us diverſe ſeaſens- 
ble and uſeful inſtructions: ſome of which 
are theſe that follow. | | 

I. Dactrine. Such as on good grounds 

hope for a better life, may have great 
comfort and confidence againſt inordi- 
nate fears of death, or of any affli- 
ctions ſhort of it. 


Tux Apoſtle, in the chapter before, had 
mentioned his and others natural frailty, 
and their being many ways expoſed to dan- 
ger and periſhing ; but two things ſupported 
them, 4/5. Thot their bodies die, and fee 
corruption; yet by the power of Chriſt they 
ſhall be raiſed again, and their ſouls go 
immediately to him in glory*. Therefore, 
ſaith he, we are always ef none 


* Chap. i919, It, 22,14 : © 
| of 


on Sir THOMAS ABN ET. 3 


of theſe things move us; we look on death 


as a benefit, rather than a diſadvantage; for 


whilſt we are at home in the body, we are 
abſent from the Lord. In theſe earthly bo- 
dies we are not capable of ſuch an hea- 


venly glorious preſence; nor is perfect hap- 


pincſs to be enjoyed here, where we walk 
by faith, not by ſight. Therefore we are 
willing rather to be abſent from the body, 
and preſent with the Lord: to be ſeparated 
from this dear companion for a while, till 
it be fitted for a better ſtate : our ſpirits, 
in the mean time enjoying Chriſt in hea- 
ven, and there waiting for the redemption 
of the body, when it ſhall be faſhioned 
like unto Chriſt's glorious body, and morta- 
lity ſhall be ſwallowed up of Life. 


CHRISTIANS in all this have confi- 


dence, becaule, | 

1. No ſufferings or death affects their ti- 
tle to future happineſs and life. Sanctified 
afflictions are marks of adoption, not of re- 
jection; they ſeparate not from Chriſt and 
his love, but bring nearer to him. Death 
as well as Jie is theirs a, for their good, 
not their hurt. God is the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Iſaac, and the God of Ja- 
cob. He is not the God of the dead, but 
of the living ; for all liue to him b. Dead 
faints are not wholly periſhed: when the 
duſt returns to the earth, as it was; the 


1 Cor:ili. 22. d Luke xx. 37, 38. 8 
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ſpirit goes to God, who gave it*: and the 
{fouls of believers live with him in glory. 
In this therefore -they are confident : Death 
affects not their title to future happineſs 
and life. Nor, 

2. Is their meetneſs for heaven hereby 
abated or prejudiced ; but furthered rather. 
Afflictions by divine influence purge out 


- ſin, and promote holineſs; looſen from 


the world, and prepare for leaving it. In 
this we groan earneſtly, i. e. in this carthly 
tabernacle, we groan being burdened, viz. 
with a load of ſin and ſorrows, defiring 
to be clothed upon with our houſe which 
is from heaven, to enter into that better 
ſtate, where ſin and corruption, that ſo un- 
fit us for communion with God, and keep 
us at ſuch a ſad diſtance from him, ſhall 
totally and finally be done away. When 
the body of the flcſh is dropt, that of fin 
wilF fall off too; which ſupports and com- 


forts the dying believer. This is the ſure 


and only way of coming to perfection in 


holineſs, and freedom from ſin for ever, 


And, 

3. SUCH do, or eaſily may know, that the 
glory and happineſs prepared for them in 
the other world infinitely over balances 
all the evils of this: even dying itſelf will 
be unſpeakably compenſated, by its delive- 
ring into a moſt perfect and endleſs life. 


Eccl. xii, 7, | 
= 5 80 


on Sir Thomas ABNEY. 7 


So that what's fabulouſly ſaid of the ſwan, 
that it ſings at its death, may be an agree- 
able truth in believers: ſuch may then re- 
joice, in hope' of the glory of God, a glo- 
ry worth dying to paſs into, tho' not pre- 
ſently ſo full as it ſhall be at the reſurrection 
of the juſt. [reckon, ſais the Apoſtle, That 
the ſufferings. of this preſent time, are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory that 
ſpall be revealed in usa: there will be not 
only objective glory manifeſted to us, a bea- 
tific viſion ; but ſubjective, revealed in us. 
Chriſt will be glorified in his ſaints, and ad- 
mired in all them that belicued: the great 
things done for them, beſtowed on them, 
and wrought in them, will be matter of ad- 
miration both to themſelves and all others. 
When grace is perfected in glory, how beau- 
tiful will they be! This is the third thing 
which gives comfort and confidence to dying 
believers : All the troubles of life, and laying 
down the body for à while at laſt, will be 
more than compenſated by that felicity, into 
which the ſoul enters, and of which it will be 
poſſeſs d for ever. Once more: 

4. Nor only will the glory and happineſs 
of the other world infinitely over balance all 
the evils of this; but put an end to them all. 
There ſhall be neither trouble, nor ſorrow, 
nor dying any more ; all tears ſhall be wiped 
from their eyes, and everlaſting joy ſhall be 


Rom. viii. 18. | 
UPOR 
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upon their heads. Well therefore may ſuch 
be full of confidence and courage in the views 
of death, and thoughts of going thro' that 
dark vale, when they ſee by faith all ſo light- 
ſome and glorious beyond; and an utter end 
of pain and grief, of ſadneſs and mourning, 
of which this ſtate and life is ſo full. Me are 
always confident, or of good heart, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, knowing that whilſt we are at 
home in the body, we are abſent from the 
Lord: We are confident, I ſay, and willing 
rather to be abſent from the body, and pre- 
ſent with the Lord. Tho' we can't deveſt 
our ſelves of all love and inclination to the 
body, or ſimply and for it ſelf deſire ſepara- 
rion from it; yet conſidering its preſent con- 
dirion of weakneſs and mortality, how ex- 
poſed it is to ſufferings, and defiled by fin, 
what a clog and hindrance of the foul in its 
holy and ſpiritual motions and operations, 
how ready to inſnare and draw to evil, and 
hold back from good, or flag and tire in it; 
conſidering ſuch things, and that till faſhion- 
ed and formed a-new, like unto Chriſt's 
glorious body, it can't be fit or capable to en- 
ter into his immediate preſence ; on ſuch ac- 
counts we ate willing rather to be abſent 
from the body, and preſent with the Lord. 
Now by way of uſe as to this point. 


1. Ir muſt be of utmoſt concern to us to 
look well to the grounds of our hope, that 


| they 


on Str THOMAS ABNEy. 9 


they be right and good; elſe the confidence 
built thereon will be preſumptuous and de- 
ceiving, will diſappoint and ſhame us at the 
laſt. To be free from all trouble, in this 
life, none can expect, and much leſs to be 
exempt from dying; but to be comfortable 
and confident in dying, and to bear up in 
trouble, even to death it ſelf, With an holy 
courage and compoſure of ſpirit, this is what 
may be attained, and is the privilege of ſin- 
cere chriſtians, and of no others; they are 
the Me, intended in this, and the preceding 
chapter. We faint not, but tho our outward 
man periſh, yet the inward man is renewed 
day by day. While we look not at the things 

which.are ſeen; but at the things which are 
not ſeen: for the things which are ſeen, are 
temporal ; but the things which are not ſeen, 
are eternal*®, And, We know that if aur 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſol- 

ved, we have a building of God, an houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the hea- 
vens>. He, and others ſuch as he, not as 
apoſtles, but as true and ſincere believers, 
have the fure grounds of this knowledge, and 
comfortable concluſion, and may and ſhould 
draw it for themſelves. They are deſcribed 
afterwards by their ſtrong and carneſt deſires 
after heaven, being byrdened with the body 
of ſin, as well as often by a load of out ward 
troubles, and wrought by God for the ſedf- 


Chap. iv. 16, 18. * Chap. v. 1, 


C ſame 
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Jame thing, and ſealed by his ſpirit to it : theſe 


qualifications ſpeak a deſignation for eternal 
happineſs. Hearts looſe from the world, and 

| ſet on heaven, ſhew that ſuch have their trea- 

: ſure there; and thoſe whom God has been at 
work upon to frame and fit for glory, he will 
certainly bring to the poſſeſſion of it. We 
have a ſaying: God and nature do nothing in 
Vain : he will not, cannot be fruſtrated in his 
deſigns. He, who hath begun a good work in 

any, will perform it to the day of the Lord 
Jeſusc. His works are all perfect. See we 
to it then, that we be ſuch as are here deſcri- 
bed:;z and then we may have ſuch comfort 
and confidence, as is here expreſſed: Willing 
to be abſent from the body, and preſent with 


the Lord. 
2. Sucn, with whom it is ſo, ſhould en- 


deavour to maintain and expreſs that holy 
confidence, and not be diſmayed or over- 
whelmed in troubles, or appalled at death; 
but compoſed, and calm, and ready for de- 
parture. How many excellent things have 
come from the mouths and pens of ſome 
heathens in reference to this! But as their 
light went not ſo far, as that which reve- 
lation brings; neither could they haye ſuch 
grounds of comfort and ſupport in dying, 
as the chriſtian hath. The bleſſed hope 
was not ſo diſcovered to them; nor the 
means thereto known by them; nor had 


Phil. i. 6. 


they 


on Sir THoMAS ABNET. II 


they ſuch an inlightening, quickening, and 
transforming word to fit them for a better 
ſtate; nor ſuch a ſpirit to ſeal them to it. 
How much more peaceful and joyful there- 
for ſhould a chriſtian's frame be! Tis the 
juſt chriſtian temper, mortem habere in deſt- 
derio, vitam in patientia : to be patient of 
life for ſervice and duty, but otherwiſe to be 
deſirous of death. Bleſſed be God, that hath 
begotten us again 10 a lively ho 7 of an inhe- 
ritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fa- 
dieth not away, reſerved in heaven for us, 

" faith the Apoſtle. A lively hope, i. e. a clear, 
ſtrong, and active hope, which makes us 
lively and joyful in working, and ſtriving for 
that inheritance, and in entering into it. 
There is nothing more becoming a chriſtian, 
than this: it honours God, credits Religion, 
diſcovers the truth and power of its prin- 
ciples, and many ways may be uſeful and 
profitable to others, comforting relatives, and 
encouraging them and others to a like courſe 
and way, letting them ſee there is not ſo 
much terror in death, as there is peace and 
joy in believing, and that grace can ſupport 
nature, and enable us to go thro' the hardeſt 
conflicts. Get and ſtrengthen more there- 
fore the chriſtian life and hope, and that 
will fit for death, and give comfort and con- 
fidence in it. 


1 Per. i. 3» 4. | 
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Ap thus of the fiſt point, taken from 
the connexion of the text with the verſes 
preceding. We know we have an houſe 
in heaven, when this of the body is diſ- 
ſolved; and groan after it, being by grace 
fitted for it, and having the earneſt of it; 
therefore we are always confident, or of 
good courage in ſufferings, or death. Which 
reaſoning is further amplified in the next 
words: Knowing that whilſt we are at 
home in the body, we are abſent from the 
Lora. The worſt that afflictions or death 
can do, is to deſtroy this body; but even 
this will be rather an advantage to us, than 
a miſchief, bringing us to a better life than 
this, which it deprives us of. Death, tho 
contrary to nature, yet is a friend to grace; 
tho it feparate dear companions for a time, 
yet tis to let the ſoul preſently, and the bo- 
dy hereafter, into a better preſence, vg. 
that of God and Chriſt in heaven; with 
whom to be, the Apoſtle owns is. beſt of 
all: White we are at home in the body, we 
are abſent from the Lord. Hence this may 
be the 


II. Doctrine. The complete happineſs 
bod of a chriſtian cannot be in this lite. 


Tas chriſtian's felicity is promiſed and de- 
ſcribed, by being ever with the Lord . e. 
oF, Theſe. iv. 17. 


in 


1 
bl 
; 


CCC 1 
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in his immediate glorious preſence above. 
Where J am, there ſhall my ſervant alſo be, 


ais Chriſt. And again: Father, I will that 


thoſe, whom thou haſt gi ven me, be with me, 
where J am, that they may behold my glory. 
This, in our preſent ſtate, we are not capa- 
ble of: Fleſh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, natural weakneſs and re- 
mains of ſin hinder that: &9nparles & t 
Topell, Ee amo ts Ryze, while we 
dwell and converſe in the body, we are a- 
broad, or at a diſtance from the Lord. As 
the believers of old confeſſed they were vil. 


 grims and ſirangers on earth, and deſited a 


better country, that is an heavenly: fo do 
chriſtians alſo; ' they know and find, that 
here is not their reſt, but there remains one 
for the people of Code; and that they hope, 
and wait for, and ſeek after; they have it 
not on earth, but expect it in heaven, which 
is their proper home, and beft country. For, 

1. Thx are born from above, born of God, 


who is above; and of the holy ſpirit, ſent 
down from thence to renew; and ſanctify 


them, and make them fit for the heavenly 
ſtate: from earthly parents they receive life 
natural ; but from God a ſpiritual and hea- 
venly life, to which heaven is moſt ſuitable, 
and whither, as to its centre, ad home, it 
tends. 2 


Jol xii. 26. xvii. 24. Heb.xi,16 iv. 9. 


2. THEIR 
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2. THEIR beſt friends are there. 
(f.) God, their heavenly father, is there. 
His eſſential preſence is every where, and that 
equally and conſtantly: Hie is not far from 
every one of us; for in him we live, and 
move, and have our being *; but the moſt 
clear, full, and comfortable manifeſtations of 
himſelf, and communications of his grace 
and favour, and all felicitating bleſſings are 
in heaven; there is the court and palace of 
this great and glorious king, there this fa- | 
ther of Chriſt, and of all ſincere chriſtians | 
dwells. In my father's houſe are many man- N 
ſions b, ſais he: enough for all his children 
and ſervants: there only therefore, in the 
beſt and fulleſt ſenſe, can they be reckoned 
at home. 
(2.) THERE is Chriſt, their elder brother, 
the Heir of all things, and head of his 
church; thither he aſcended after his reſur- 
rection, and is there ſet down at the right 
hand of majeſty on high. In him our na- : 
ture ſtands neareſt the deity ; needs muſt it f 
be our happineſs therefore to be where he is, l 
and to behold his glory. If the ſight of him 
in his transfiguration was ſo tranſporting, as 
to make thoſe who were fayour'd with it cry 
out in an ecſtaſy, It is good for us to be 
kere ©: what will that be, which will be ex- 
hibited on that mount, which is above! 
* Ads xvii. 27, 2%, Fon xiv, 2, © Matth. xvii. 4. | 
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(3.) Tux nobleſt and beſt part of the fa- 
mily is there: ſome that never ſinned, nor fell 
from God ; but kept their firſt ſtation, and are 
confirmed therein, vg. the bleſſed and glo- 
rious angels, thoſe morning ſtars*, that ear- 
lieſt ſang the praiſes of God: alſo the ſpi- 
rits of juſt men b, who tho they had fin, yet 
are there perfectly freed from it, and have 
neither ſpot, nor wrinkle, nor any fuch thing. 
Here good men have no little exerciſe many 
times with the ſins and infirmities of their 
fellow chriſtians, as they alſo have with theirs; 
but as themſelves will then be made perfect in 
holineſs, ſo are thoſe into whole ſociety they 
paſs; they are clean and pure, without any 
defilement adhering to them. Chriſtians beſt 
friends therefore are above: God their father, 
Chriſt their redeemer and ſaviour, the glori- 
ous angels, and the ſpirits of juſt men made 


perfect. 
3. Tu main inheritance of chriſtians is 


there alſo. They have now a true title, and 


ſome earneſts, and pledges, and firſt-fruits 
thereof; but the full poſſeſſion is not till they 
come to heaven. Bleſſed be the God and fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, ſaith the Apo- 
(tle, who hath begotten us again to a lively 
hope, thro the reſurrection of Feſus Chriſt 


from the dead, to an imheritance incorrup- 


tible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in heaven for use. A glo- 


* Fob xxxi. 7. Hed. xii. 23. L 3,4 
r1OUS 
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riousinheritance it is, and ſure to all belieyers ; 
but not to be fully poſſeſſed in this life. Now 
are we the ſons of God (ſais St. ohn) and it 
doth not yet appear what we ſhall be ; but we 
know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall be 
lie him, for we ſhall ſee him as he isa. We 
have now the relation, and nature of ſons ; but 
what in conſequence of this we ſhall grow 
to, and what will be the full fruit and bene- 
fit thereby, we cannot yet tell; this muſt be 
known hereafter; only in general we know 
that we ſhall be like Chriſt, and ſhall be with 
him, and ſee him as he is. When we come 
to the full ſtature and ſtate of ſons, we fhall 
have the full inheritance and privileges be- 
longing to them: this cannot be in the pre- 
ſent life, but is reſerved for the next, which 
therefore muſt be the beſt. Once more: 

4. TE moſt ſettled, conſtant, and laſt- 
ing abode will be there. That's counted a 
man's home, where his ordinary and ſtated 
reſidence is; he may have other occaſional 
and temporary dwellings, but where his fix- 
ed one is, that's his home. Now heaven is 
this to a believer; he is, and he accounts 
himſelf no other, than a pilgrim and a ſtran- 
ger here. He is travelling toward heaven, as 
to his native land, where he longs to be, 
and which, when reach'd, he ſhall leave no 
morc*. Me have here no continuing city, but 
we ſeek one to come: A city that hath foun- 


* 1 Folm iii. 2. Rv. iii. 12. 
dations, 


on Sir THOMAS A BNET. 17 
dations, whoſe builder and maker is Goda: 
An houſe not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens. The grave is ſometimes called 
man's long home; becauſe of the days of dar- 
neſs there, which ſhall be many b. But that 
is not his eternal home, it muſt give up its 
dead at the call of Chriſt, when thoſe that 
fleep in the duſt ſhall ariſe, ſome, 1. e. all 
true believers, o an everlaſting life in hea- 
ven, where they ſhall ever he with the Lordo. 

Tuus we ſce the complete happineſs of 
chriſtians is not, cannot be in this life; for 
as it lies in being where Chriſt is, while they _ 
are here in the body, they are abſent from 
the Lord, and ſo from the beſt place and ſtate. 


Now by way of uſe as to this. 


1. IT reproves carnal and earthly-minded 
perſons; ſuch, whole thoughts and concerns 
are only, or chiefly about the body, and the 
things of this preſent, animal, and tranſitory 
life; that ſay :' h will ſhew us any good a? 
any earthly good, corn, and wine, and oil; 
what to eat, and what to drink, and where- 
withal to be clothed ©; things in their kind 
and meaſure needful, but not the greateſt or 
beſt. Another and better ſtate of life is to 
be looked after, and the temper of true chri- 
ſtians is repreſented as minding that mot. 


Feb. xiii. 1 4. Xi.10. Eccl. xii. . xi. 8. Pan. xii 2. 


Lal. i iv. 6. Matth. vi. 3 1. mY 
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We look not at the things which are ſeen, 
but at the things which are not ſeen, ſaith 
the Apoſtle: for the things which are ſeen 


are temporal, but the things which are not 


ſeen are eternal. We are ſway'd in our 
regards by the nature and worth of objects, 
to ſeek firſt the kingdom of God, and his 


righteouſneſs*, and other matters bur in a 


ſecondary order and degree. Worldly men 
covet after the poſſeſſions and enjoyments of 
the world ; but true chriſtians ſeek heavenly 
riches, and ſet their affections on things a- 
bove, and not on the things of the earth e, 
they long for that glorious heavenly ſtate ; 
in this they groan earneſtly, deſiring to be 
clothed upon with their houſe which is from 
heaven; willing rather to be abſent from the 
body, that they may be preſent with the 
Lord dl. Wherefore, 

2. Ler us approve our ſelves ſuch as theſe, 
by a like ſpirit and behaviour. Let us get 


- our hearts more and more taken off from 


theſe fading and periſhing things here below, 
and ſet on things above, where Chriſt ſt - 
teth on the right hand of Gods, Farthly 
comforts and enjoyments are dying from us, 
or we from them; as by many inſtances we 
are minded. Letus take the inſtruction, and 
improve ſuch providences to greater degrees 


of ſpirituality and heavenlineſs of mind and 


* 2 Cor. iv. 18. Ant. vi. 33. Col. iii. 2. 2 Cor. v. 2,8. 
Col. iii. 1 
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on Sir TaoMas ABNEY. 19 
affection. To move you ta which, conſider, 
(1.) Tux happinets of heaven is moſt ſo- 
lid, and ſubſtantial. Vanity is inſcribed on 
all things of this life: heavenly riches are 
not ſuch. Thoſe that love me, faith Chriſt, 
ſpall inherit ſubſtance, and I will fill their 


| treafures *. They ſhall have that, which in 


its nature is firm and ſtable, and plenty there- 
of. My fruit, faith wiſdom, is better than 
gold, yea than fine gold* : the moſt compact 
of metals, that fire it ſelf little or nothingwaſts. 
(2.) As the heavenly inheritance is ſolid 
and ſubſtantial, ſo is it ſatisfying ; it will fill 
and content the ſoul, and every way anſwer 
its wants and cravings. Here the eye is not 


| fatisfied with ſeeing, nor the car with hear- 


ing. He that loveth filuer, fhall not be 
ſatisfied with ſiluer * : when he hath enough 
for uſe, yet not for his vanity and luſts. 
Wherefore do you ſpend your monty for that 
whit is not bread, and your labour for that 
which ſatisfieth not <7 "lis the prophet to 
carnal and worldly perſons: the good you 
are ſo intent upon, and ſtriving after, is not 
what your ſouls can live upon, or will givę 
you full ſatisfaction; only the heavenly ſub- 
ſtance can do that, theſe outward and world- 
ly things will leave you hungry and empty 
ſtill, Wherefore, ſaith our Saviour, Labour 
not for the meat that perifheth, but for that 


Prov. viii. 21. * Verſetg, Eccleſ. i. 8. v. 10. 
* a. Iv. 27. : 
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20 A FUNERAL SERMON 

which endureth to everlaſting life, which the 
fon of man ſhall giue unto you, for him hath 
God the Father ſealed*: let your chief care 
and pains be laid out upon firitual and hea- 
venly good, which you have ſuch hope of 
thro' Chriſt, and which will ſtand you in 
ſtead for ever. Deliver me (ſais David) 
from the men of the world, who have their 
portion in this life, and whoſe belly thou fil- 
left with thy hid treaſure; they are full of 
children, and leave the reſt of their ſub- 
ſtance to their babes®:; they have all that 
heart can wiſh for in this life, eſtates and chil- 
dren, not a few only, but many, and ſub- 
ſtance enough for them all ; enough for them- 
ſelves while they live, and to leave to their 
iſſue when they die: they don't want heirs, 
nor a ſufficient proviſion for younger ones, 
when themſelves arc taken from them. Yet, 
faith the Pſalmiſt, let not my lot be with 
theſe, who have this for their portion: miſe- 
rable muſt they be, who have thcir all in this 
- world, liowevcr large their ſhare may be there- 
in. As for me, ſaith _ 1 will behold thy 
face in righteouſneſs: I ſpall be ſatisfied, 
when I awake with thy hkeneſs*, How- 
ever it be with good men now, thro” the im- 
perfection of grace, and their diſtance from 
God in this ſtate, hereafter it ſhall be better; 
they ſhall ſce God, and Chriſt, and have his 
image perfected in them; and thence will a- 


2 Fohn vi. 27. b pſal. xvii. 13, 14. ©Perſe 15. ; 
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riſe full ſatisfaction to them. That's a ſecond 
conſideration. | 
(3.) Tnersr happineſs in heaven will be 
complete and univerſal ; not ſome only, but 
all wants will be there ſupplied, and that to 
the full. There are the richeſt treaſures ; the 
ureſt and moſt raviſhing joys and delights; 
and the beſt ſociety, God, and Chriſt, and the 
holy angels, and ſaints. O glorious compa- 
ny! Surely every ſincere chriſtian will ſay 
tis good, tis beſt for us to be there; and e- 
ſpecially conſidering, | 
(4.) Tars happineſs will be for ever. 
"Tis an incorruptible crown, an inheritance 
that fadeth not away, pleaſures for ever- 
more. As eternity is the hell of hell, ſo is 
it the heaven of heaven: that which ren- 
ders one the conſummate ſtate of miſery, 
and the other of felicity : Theſe go away in- 
to everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous 
into life eternal*. Heaven is called @ king- 
dom that cannot be moved: A city that 
hath foundations, whoſe builder and maker 


19 God®; the work, like the author, will 


laſt and ſtand for ever. | 
AND thus of the ſecond point : The com- 
plete happineſs of a chriſtian cannot be in this 


life. I bile we are at home in the body, we 
are abſent from the Lord. Therefore, ſaith 


he, we are willing rather to be abſent from 
the body, and to be preſent with the Lord: 


Matth. xxv. 46. Heb. xii. 28. xi. 10. 
WC 
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we are content to be ſeparated from the 
body for a while, till it ſhall be raiſed, 
and fitted for a better ſtate; that our fouls, 
the better part of our ſelves, may preſently 
enter into it, and be with Chriſt, which 
is beſt of all. This leads to another, and 
the laſt point I ſhall mention, viz. 


HI. Doctrine. The ſouls. of true chri- 
ſtians, on their ſeparation from the 
body, are immediately bleſled in the 
injoyment of God, and, Chriſt, in 


glory. 


NortHiNG intervenes between the ſoul's 
diſlodging from this carthly tabernacle, and 
its being with Chriſt in heaven; it is forth- 
with conducted by angels to thoſe glori- 
ous regions of light and life above. To day, 
ſais Chriſt to the penitent thief, thou ſhalt be 
with me in paradiſe * ; i. e. in heaven, the ſeat 
of the bleſſed, and the ſtate, and place of 


unſpeakable glory and felicity : this day on 


which thou art crucified, ſhalt thou be glo- 
rified with me alſo ; thou art joined with me 
in death, and ſhalt be with me in life. This 
was not pecutiar to him, who died not with, 
or for Chriſt, as a martyr; but only being 
made by grace a true penitent, and ſincere be- 
liever, he received the common privilege and 


happineſs of all ſuch, who, * in the Lord, 
* Licke xxiii. 43, 
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go immediately to the Lord, and are happy in 
his preſence. I am in a ſtraight between two 
(ſais St. Paul) having a deſire to depart, i. e. 
to go out of this body, and to be with Chriſt, 
which is far better a, i. e. than by continuing 
in the body to be abſent from him. He takes 
it for granted, that when he ſhould be un- 
cloathed of fleſh, he ſhould be immediately, 
as to his ſoul, with Chriſt in heaven, and 
there ſee him as he is, and have more cloſe 
and intimate communion with, and enjoy- 
ment of him; than ever he had, or could have, 
here in the body. This is a life of faith, not 
of viſion ; and of hope and expectation, not 
of immediate enjoyment and fruition; up- 
on Which that preponderating wiſh, or de- 
ſire of his, to be diſſolved, was grounded: 
Having @ deſire to depart, and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better. This, as he 
ſignified before, would be gain to him: To 
me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain®. 
Was his happineſs in the whole, or the grea- 
teſt part, to have been ſuſpended till the re- 


ſurrection, he would have been a loſer ra- 
ther; he would have loft that enjoyment, 


which he had here by faith, and all the time 
of his being in the dark ſilent grave had no- 
thing in lieu of it, nothing to compenſate 
that loſs, and make death more deſirable 
than life to him. Beſides theſe fcriptures, 
which are ſuthciently plain and expreſs to the 


„Phul. i. 23. dyer. 21. 


purpoſe, 
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purpoſe, the conſiderations following may 
alſo perſuade us of this truth. 

1. Tat ſouls of believers at death are ca- 
pable of this bleſſedneſs, they exiſt (till, and 
have the ſame powers and facultics for every 
thing not. depending upon the body ; and 
thoſe faculties enlarged, and ſuited to the 
ſtate, and objects, and work that they paſs 
to. When the Apoſtle, ſpeaking of his be- 
ing caught up to the third heaven, ſais: Mhe- 
ther in the body or out of the body, I cannot 
zell*: it plainly ſuppoſes a capacity of the 
foul's living, and acting out of the body; elſe 
he could not have been in any doubt which 
of thoſe ways it was. The ſeparate ſouls 
of believers then are capable of this bleſſed- 
neſs. And, 

2. T Ex have a right to it: God is their 
- God. Now he is not the God of the dead, 
but of the living; for all live to him. Souls 
departed, tho they live no longer to us, or 
with us, yet they live to God; and thoſe of 
believers live with God, they go to him, as 
their father in Chriſt, and to Chriſt their re- 
deemer and Saviour. This was his prayer 
for them: Father, I will that they, whom 
thou haſt given me, be with me, where 1 
am, that they may behold my glory b; i. e. not 
in the ſame place only, bur as my redeemed 
ones, to have communion with me, and en- 
joyment of me there. It was Chriſt's ex- 

2 Cor. xii. 2. John xvii. 24. 


prels 
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preſs promiſe: Where I am, there ſhall alſo 
my ſervant ben. They who follow him as 
his ſervants here, ſhall be with him in glory 
on their departure hence. So ſoon as their 
work is done, they ſhall have their reward: 
they ſhall enter into their maſter's joy b, the 
joy he has purchaſed for them, and which 
he beſtows upon all his; the joy of his pre- 
ſence, where is fulneſs of joy and pleaſure 
for evermore ; and the ſame joy for kind with 
that which himſelf poſſeſſeth. That is a ſe - 
cond thing then: The ſoul living in its ſepa- 
rate ſtate, and being in covenant with God, 
muſt have communion with him in that 
ſtate, in which it is. And what commu- 
nion can that be, but immediate, and in his 
preſence; that by faith, in the uſe of ordi- 
nances, being then at an end? Faith and hope 
are for this life only, in the other all is viſion 
and fruition. Dying ſaints, as Hephen, com- 
mend their ſouls into the hands of Chriſt: 
Lord Jeſus, ſay they, receive our ſpirit e. 
Which praycr he hears, takes them into his 
arms, and lodges them in his boſom, where 
they live, and wait for the redemption of the 
body, when the whole man will be happy 
and glorious for ever. Once more : 

3. "Tar ſouls of the faithful, when ſepara- 
ted from their bodies, are fully fitted and pre- 
pared for the enjoy ment of Chriſt in that im- 
mediate way. And what then ſhould hinder 


* Zoim xii, 26, PMarkxxv. 21,23. Adi vil. 59. 
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their preſent admittance to it, and actual par- 
taking of it? Their bodies indeed, as corn, 
mult firſt be ſown in the earth, and thence in 
due time ſpring up, and be made glorious 
bodies, as it ſhall be at the reſurrection : but 
their ſouls immediately on their ſeparation, 
being made perfett in holineſs, paſs into glo- 
ry; having a right by covenant, and a moral 
and ſpiritual fitneſs, as well as natural capacity, 
they immediately enter into reſt and peace, 
and are joined with that bleſſed focicty above. 
Me are come to mount Sion, to the heavenly. 
Jeruſalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general aſſembly and church 
of the firſt-born, and to God the judge of all, 
and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfocta. 
True chriſtians are now come into a relation 
to this aſſembly, they are infranchiſed, and 
have a right to all the privileges of the ſons 
of God, and citizens of heaven, and a be- 
gun meetneſs for them; bur at death this 
meetneſs being perfected, as to their ſouls 
particularly, they are then actually joined 
with them: they are juſt and righteous, and 
holy now]; bur perfected at death, where all 
guilt, and all the ſtains and ſpots of ſin will be 
wholly done away, and the graces of the ſpi- 
rit appear in their full beauty and luſtre, and 
the image of God be perfected on the ſoul. 
What then ſhould, what can keep them from 
God? Tis ſin only that makes, or keeps at a 


Heb. xii. 22, 23. 
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diſtance from him. Thoſe who are perfect in 
holineſs, will be ſo in happineſs: they love 
God, and are beloved by him; nothing re- 
mains in them to diſpleaſe or render him a- 
verſe, all is fram'd and fitted for his delight. 
So that theſe things put together may aſſure 
us, that the ſouls of true chriſtians, ſeparated 
from the body, immediately pals into glory, 
and as to this part are inſtated in full poſſeſ- 
ſion of it. 


By way of uſe therefore as to this. 


1. IT confutes the popiſh doctrine of pur- 
gatory, a pretended middle place and ſtate 


between heaven and hell. The ſcripture. 


teaches nothing of this, but diſtributes all to 
one or other of thoſe receptacles; the good 
to heaven, the ſeat of the bleſſed; and the 
bad to hell, to be companions of devils for 
ever. There is no ſtate of trial and prepara- 
tion, but in this life; at death all have their 
final and everlaſting lodgment, either with 
Chriſt in glory, or with the devil and his 
angels in everlaſting miſery. | 

2. IT confutes too that groundleſs con- 


ccit of the ſouls dying, or ſleeping with the 


body, and continuing altogether in an im- 


perceptiye and inactive ſtate till the laſt day.: 


This is ſo contrary to the ſcripture account of 
things, and to the nature and capacity of the 
ſoul it ſelf, that I need not ſtay in expo- 


ſing the abſurdity of it. Mie are willing ra- 


| 
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ther to be abſent from the body, ſaith the 
Apoſtle here, and to be preſent with the Lord. 
Where can be the reaſon of the choice, if 
the ſoul in its ſeparate ſtate hath no percep. 
tion, or underſtanding; but is dormant, and 
unactive? This would be much worſe than 
its condition here, and in effect no better 
than that of the body itſelf. And what pre- 
ſence with the Lord can that be, that he 
means? He is now ſcen by faith, and en- 
joy d in ordinances. He walks in the midſt 
of the golden candleſticks : and where two 
or three are met together in his name, there is 
he in the midſt of thema. He manifeſts him- 
ſelf in a ſpecial manner, and refrefhes, and 
comforts the hearts of believers by many gra- 
cious communications to them. And would 

he loſs of all this be choſen, if nothing better 
were to be enjoy d till the reſurrection? The 
more of theſe, tho' inferior comforts and 
enjoyments, the better: and the Apoſtle 


would never have been in that ſtraight which 
to chuſe, whether to continue in the fleſh, 


or to be diſſolved, on this ſuppoſition of the 
ſoul's ſleeping, which maſt be far worſe. ' And 


if -the nature and power of the ſdul be conſt- 


der̃ed, this muſt be abſurd. Tis a ſp iritual 


and immortal being, to which epo were 


thinking, perceiv ing, and willing do belonꝑ, 


and are very active, even while in the bo- 


dy; and is it at all likely, that when freed 


Rev. ii. 1. Matth. xviil. 20. 
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from the incumbrance of fleſh, it ſhould fall 
into ſuch an inſenſible and inactive ſtate? 
Our doctrine confutes ſuch a dream as this. 
And, 

3. Wx ſee hence the good reaſoning of 
the Apoſtle in the text and context: Me are 
confident, i. c. full of courage, and not a- 
mazcd or appalled at death it ſelf, conſider- 
ing, hat whilſt we are at home in the body, 
we are abſeut fromthe Lord. We have in- 
deed in the body many comforts, they are 


near and dear companions ; in a ſort we are 


at home in them, and by means of them 
converſe with friends, and relatives, and have 
pleaſure in them, and they in us, and many 
enjoyments of life, which we could not have 
wirhout them; yea, in and with them, in 
ſome fort and meaſure, we ſerve and enjoy 
God now, and we are not, would not be 


unthankful for all this; but yet here is nut 


our reſt, there is a better place and ſtate than 
this, and better company, which while we 
are in the body, we can't come to enjoy: 
While ue are at home in the body, we are 
abſent from the Lord: our beſt friend, and 
moſt defireable good things, which are on- 
ly to be had, by being with him. "There- 


fore, though we deſire not death ſimply, and 
abſolutely for itſelf to be uncloathed of the 


body, and never veſted with it again; yet 
for a time, and in order to gain a grea- 
ter g00d, we are deſirous of it, that theſe 

| podies 
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bodies may be fitted for a better ſtate, and 
our ſouls in the mean while may enter 
into it, and remain in it, glorious and 
happy with Chriſt in the higheſt heavens. 
On ſuch accounts, He are confident, and 
willing rather to be abſent from the body, 
and preſent with the Lord. We ſee the 
| force and juſtneſs of the Apoſtle's reaſon- 
= ing here, ſince upon death this will be the 
| happineſs of all the ſaintss Wherefore, 

4. Wx ſee alſo the goodneſs and juſtifia- 
bleneſs of the chriſtian's hope, and ground 
of his courage and conſtancy in purſuit there- 
Ft of: it ſhall not fail, or diſappoint, or put 
8 him to ſhame at the laſt. Two things would 
make us aſhamed of our hope, v/z. fruſtra- 

| tion arid not attaining it: or, if attained, 
| li it ſhould not anſwer expectation, or quit coſt. 
| 


But neither of theſe necd be feared in this 
caſe. At death the believer enters into poſ- 
| | ſeſſion of what he hoped for, and finds all 
4 his expectations not only anſwered, but infi- 
nitely exceeded. The joys of heaven tran- 
| ſcend all carthly joys, and even all the ſpiti- 
| | tual joys. and comforts that believers have in 
; 


n 


this life; the way of their communication is 
{| more immediate, not through creatures and 
1 ordinances, but directly from the face of 
11 God, and preſence of Chriſt. Radius refle- 
xus-languet, reflexion weakens the rays; but 
the joysof ſaints above are from being where 
Eren is, and beholding his glory. Thoſe 
joys 
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joys alſo are more full: here are ſome glimp- 
ſes and dawnings, but there is the ſun ſhining 
in its meridian ſplendor: they are alſo more 
ſteady and laſting, without variation, or any 
uncomfortable abatements or changes; there 
is eternal day without any night, everlaſting 
joy without any ſorrow or grief; in the 


preſence of Chriſt is fulneſs of joy, and plea- 


ſure for evermore*. Whom will not ſuch 
thoughts animate and encourage in going on 
toward that ſtate, and make em not to re- 
gret, or hang back, whenever God calls, but 
ready to ſay: egredere, anima, go forth, O 
my ſoul, and take that flight, which will car- 
ry thee into the gracious and comfortable pre- 
ſence of Chriſt, who loved thee, gave him- 
ſelf for thee, waſhed thee from thy ſins in 
his own blood, made thee meet to be parta- 
ker of the inheritance of the ſaints in light, 
and will preſent thee pure and ſpotleſs be- 
fore his father with exceeding joy? This then 
is a fourth thing: We ſee the goodneſs 
and juſtifiableneſs of the chriſtian's hope; 
which, if we are ſuch, may encourage and 
embolden us againſt the fears of our own 
dying, and help us to go on comfortably 
towards it. And, 

5. SEE we here alſo what may ſerve to dry 
up the tears of good chriſtians, mourning for 
the loſs of godly relatives. O think into 
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what preſence they are gone! Were they 
willing to be abſent from the body, and pre- 
ſent with the Lord? and wrought by God 
for this ſame thing? and would we. wiſh 
them back again? orregret their acceſſion to 
that glorious and moſt happy ſociety above! 
How undutiful would this be to Chriſt ? and 
how unkind? how unfriendly to them? 
Would Chriſt have em with him? and ſhould 
we lay no; or, not yet? Would they be with 
Chriſt? and ſhould we diſapprove their in- 
clination and choice? *Iis true, we may 
weep on our own account, and ſhould ; ſome- 
what is allowed to nature, to friendſhip, and 
acquaintance, the loſsof what has been com- 
fortable and uſeful to us, and it may be e- 
ven as a part of our ſelves; this may, and 
ſhould affect us with proportionable grief. 
When perſons of exemplary piety, and great 
uſefulneſs die out of a family, and church, 
and neighbourhood, and, as in the caſe in 
view, from poſts of public ſervice; ſurvi- 
vors, according as their concern therein may 
be, ought to have a juſt ſenſe of ſo great a 
loſs, and in a becoming manner deplore and 
lament it; but in reſpect of the deceaſed, 
here is the comfort: Ve ſorrow not as thoſe 
without hope, he is gone to Chriſt, whoſe 
preſence makes happy. There is an oracle 
from heaven for it: Bleſſad are the dead 
that die in the Lord; yea, ſaith the ſpirit, 
that they may reſt from their labours, and 

| => their 
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their works do follow them. They reſt 
from all the toils and troubles of life, from 
wearineſs in ſpiritual exerciſes and employ- 
ments, from thoſe pains and ſtruggles, thatthe 
beſt have here with the remains of ſin and 
corruption, that are ſtill in them. As fin 
brought in death, ſo in reference to true 
chriſtians, death will rid away all ſin: grace 
had before broken the dominion, but death 
will extinguiſh all the relicts of it; and no 
ſickneſs or ſorrow, no temptation or trou- 
ble of any ſort or degree, ſhall invade them 
more. They reſt from all that is grieyous or 
uneaſie, and their works do follow them; 


many to be continued in ſtill, ſuch as love, 
praiſe, and delight in God, and one another, 


and the like; theſe ſhall be at the higheſt pitch, 

and in fulleſt perfection; ; and others which 
were for this ſtate only, yet done well, ſhall 
follow them in a full reward, not of debt in- 
deed, but of grace, neither their labours nor 
their ſufferings ſhall be in vain in the Lord; 
and they ſhall follow them too in the appro- 

bation and eſteem of God, and of all good 
men: The memory of the juſt is bleſſed, but 
the name of the wicked fhall rot. The righ- 
teous ſhall be had in everlaſting remem. 
brance>, As they live, in reſpect of their 
ſouls, when their bodies are laid in the grave; 
ſo the good they have done ſhall ſurvive in 
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the memory and praiſc of all. Hereby they 
being dead yet ſpeak, Sorrow therefore for 
ourſelves in the loſs of ſuch we may, and 
muſt; but not for them, who are infinite 
gainers in that full happineſs which they have, 


by being in the preſence of Chriſt in heaven. 


But, 

6. Tuo we may not ſorrow on their ac- 
count 3 yet ought we to be thankful that we 
had them, and that we had them ſo long; 


and their good and laudable example we muſt 


imitate, being followers of them, as they 
were of Chriſt. This is the beſt reſpect we 
can ſhew to their memory, and the beſt uſe 
we can make of their ſhining virtues, and 
graces, and of their good converſation in 
Chrift*, to be as like them as poſſible, in 
all that is proper for our imitation, and .e- 
ven to excel by a nearcr approach unto 
Chriſt himſelf, their great example and ours. 
Ap thus have I done with the text of 
ſcripture, but muſt return to ſpeak ſome- 
what farther of that providence, which gave 
occaſion for this diſcourſe. 


1 Pet. iii. 16, 
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 TheINnTRODUCTION. 


LEND: 


Ar) 


HE deceaſe of ſo eminent 
a perſon as Sir THoMas 
ABNEY, is too important 
a matter to be paſs' d over 

with a ſlight remark : not a family, 

nor a church only; but a city, and 
all to whom he was known, are 
mourners on this occaſion. I am 
ſenſible what liberties are often 
taken in funeral characters, and 
1 com- 


VI. Of his ſickneſs and death. 
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commendations; defect of merit in 
the ſubject is too frequently ſup- 
ply'd by the rhetoric of 


the preach- 
er: but in the caſe before us inte- 
prity only, and notart, is needful ; 
1ere truly to relate, is ſufficiently 


to praiſe. What I ſhall ſay con- 
cerning him, is partly from ſome 


years perſonal acquaintance, and 
partly by information from others, 
who have had the beſt opportuni- 
ties of knowing his worth, and may 
be depended on in their relation. 
The whole may becaſt into the fol- 
lowing method, and a brief account 
attempted on each head. 


I. * Z parentage and younger 
ife. 

II. His perſonal character and 

virtues. 

III. His domeſtick conduct. 

IV. His civil life and magiſtracy. 

V. His behaviour in the church 
of God. And 
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Szcr. I. Of his parentage and 
younger liſe. 


RH IR THoMAs ABNEY was 
| one of the younger ſons of 


James Abney, of Wilſleyin 


the county of Darby, Eſq; whoſe 
anceſtors have enjoy'd t at ſeat, 


and a fair eſtate in the neighbour- 
hood above five hundred years. He 
was born in the month of January, 
in the year 1639. and was the reli- 
gious ſon of worthy and pious pa- 
rents. His mother dying when he 
was young, and in the times of con- 
fuſion, whereby the family were no 


{mall ſufferers, Lis father plac d him 


to ſchool at Loughborough, in the 
county of Leiceſter, that he might 
be under the eye and care of his 
aunt, the honourable and virtuous 
Lady Bromley, relict of Sir Edward 

; Bromley, 
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Bromley, Knt. one of the Barons 
of the Exchequer, inthe Reigns of 
Q. Elizabeth and of K. James I. 
Whoſe pious inſtructions, it is be- 
lieved, made early impreſſions on 
him, and were the happy means 
of a ſerious and religious turn of 
mind, which continued through his 
whole life. By this (divine grace 
aſſiſting) he was fortify'd againſt 
temptations in his apprenticeſhip, a 
ſeaſon and circumftance wherein 
you perſons are often too much 
expoſed. An heart then preingaged 
and firmly reſolved on the ſide of 
virtue and religion, could not but 
be of great advantage for his ſecu- 
rity. He took all opportunities of 
attending the moſt judicious and 
practical preachers, whereby he be- 
came the more eſtabliſh'd in thoſe 
good principles, which the pious 
Lady before mentioned had inſtill'd 


into him. 


Ser. 
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SECT. II. Of his perſonal charatter 
and virtues. 
Ils perſonal character was 
; in all reſpects highly com- 
mendable; not only free 
from the vices of the age, but very 
exemplary and diſtinguiſſ d. 
H1s piety and ſerious regard to 


religion were conſpicuous; he fear- _ 


ed God from his youth, and ſhew'd 
the truth and power of that divine 
principle thro? his. whole courſe, 
that guided, and animated, and in- 
fluenced him in all he did. The du- 
ties of the /econd Table, in which he 
was careful and exact, were all per- 
formed in virtue and purſuance of 
thoſe of the ; the love and fear 
of God, and deſire of pleaſing and 
honouring him, were the ſpring, 
and very life and ſoul of every acti- 


on, 
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on, conſecrating as it were his 
whole life, and in a ſenſe making all 
his works to be worſhip. That 
motto well agreed to him: Nox 
magna logurmur, ſed vioimus, We 
don't talk great, but live ſo. Prayer, 
converſing with God's word, and 
attendance on otlier holy duties and 
ordinances, thoſe means and inſtru- 
ments, as well as expreſſions and 
exerciſes of religion, were much his 
buſineſs and delight. Secret prayer 
nor gang he made conſcience of 

etime; and practiſed that neceſ- 
ſary part of godlineſs, and means 
of ſpiritual improvement to his life's 
end; and was true and conſtant to 
his ſeaſons of retirement for that 
purpoſe, asalſo for meditation, and 
the ſtudy of his Bible; as appears 
by many collections taken thence 
by him for his own uſe, in a cha- 
rater deſign'd for himſelf only. 
The general heads mark'd in his 
papers being in long-hand, ſhew 
thathe read with obſervation, and 


his 
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his aim was practice; that both his 
comforts and hopes might be built 
on the ſureſt foundation. 

To his- piety muſt be joined his 
honeſty, and juſtice. The fruit of the 
ſpirit is in all goodneſs, righteouſneſs, 
 andiruth, Vain are pretenſions to 
religion, where theſe are not found 
conjunct. They were ſo in him; 
he was pious toward God, and righ- 
teous in his dealings with men; he 
was ſincere in his words and promi- 
ſes, and faithful in his ingagements 
and truſts; never giving into any 
ways of fraud, deceit, or colluſion. 
He ſought no gain, but with a good 
conſcience; . nor made haſte to be 
rich; yet did God own, and bleſs 
his fair and righteous methods with 
conſiderable increaſe. 

Hz was of a meek and quiet ſpi- 
rit, not uneaſie in himſelf, or to o- 
thers ; far from fury or raſh an- 
ger, but calm and ſedate; ſcarce 
known to reſent private injuries, but 
ready to forgive and forget them; 

all 
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all about him were witneſſes of this 
* of his character, Which adorn'd 
im above moſt living. 0 
HE was affable, and courteous; 
of a moſt ſweet, obliging temper, 
and behaviour; condeſcending to 
the meaneſt, and ready to perform 
any good offices toward f 56 as 
there might be need, andi it was in 
his power. He lov'd not that any 
ſhould go fad from his preſence, if 
he could help or ſuccour them in 
any of their diſtreſſes. This benig- 
nity, and goodneſs of his diſpofition 
and carriage, made him greatly and 
univerſally reſpected and beloved. 
HE was very temperate in meats, 
and drinks, and the pleaſures of life. 
Never indulged to luxury, or ſen- 
ſual delights; with the means for 
which, had he been ſo inclin'd, his 
plentiful circumſtances could ſuffi- 
ciently have furniſhed him. He 
eat and drank for health, and ſer- 
viceableneſs chiefly; not for the 
mean gratifications of ſenſe, and in- 
* ordinate 


of Sir TmoMas AN ET. 43 
ordinate appetite. He would not 
pamper the fleth, nor make provi- 
ſion to fulfilltheluſts thereof. Here- 
by he the better ſecur'd the peace 
of his mind, and health of his bo- 
dy, to a good old age; and was 
eaſie, and fit for the duties and ſer- 
vices of his place, and active and 
lively to the utmoſt period of his 
days, 512 bis bo 100 169: ; 
H was very charitable, both in 
his judging and ſpeaking of others; 
and in muifirmg to the neceſſues of 

the ſaims, Which he often did in 
ſo private a manner, as ſhew'd his 
. and aim was more at being 
and doing good, than receiving the 
praiſes of it. He Was of a catholie 
{pirit, extending his chriſtian love 
and regards to perſons of all par- 
ties bearing that ſacred name, how- 
ever differing in leſſer matters; nor 
was he with out good will to any of 
his fellow creatures, but as he had 
opportunity was ready to do good to 
all, tho eſpecially to them who are 
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of the houſhold of faith*. He great- 


ly diſliked the too common vice of 
ſpeaking evil of others; where he 
could not ſpeak good, he would ra- 
ther ſay nothing. So that offences 
of the tongue ſeem'd the feweſt in 
him of any. Only open enemies 
of virtue and piety would raiſe 
warmth in him, who had always 
a juſt zeal for God, and the good 
of mankind; againſt all corrupters 
of morality and true religion. 
H was compaſſionate, and ten- 
der-hearted; readily ſympathizing 
with his friends in their ſorrows, 
and pitiful towards any in miſery; 
even where their ſins had brought 
on them ſufferings, he would never 
inſult, but wiſh amendment and de- 
liverance; rougher means he knew 
were ſometimes neceſſary, and if 
bleſſed by God to reformation, and 
reſtoring comfort, he would rejoyce 
40:16; +; U! 
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He was patient, and ſelf-denying; 
not ſet upon his own will, or way, 


where receding might be to better 


purpoſe; not humorous or moroſe, 
fretful or peeviſn; but as free from 


ſuch infirmities of mind, as he was 
from thoſe of the body, which are 
uſually attendant on ſuch an advan- 
ced age as he attained to. And to 
conclude this part of his character: 
H was of a publick ſpirit; had 
the intereſtof his country, and e- 
ſpecially of the church of God in it, 
much at heart; was greatly affected 
with its dangers, and heartily con- 
cern'd for its welfare. A glorious 
proof whereof, and ſuch as ſhould 
never be forgotten, was in the yeat 
of his Maioraliy, 170 1. when his 
hearty zeal for the proteſtant inter- 
eſt exerted it ſelf in an uncommon 


5 He had the courage and 


reſolution at that time to propoſe 
an Addreſs from the Common Coun- 


cil to the Ring, tho much oppoſed 


therein by the majority of his bre- 
0 i929 thren 
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chren'of the bench. The defign 
and purport of the Addreſs was, to 
P and readineſs 
to ſtand by his Majeſty, in oppoſi- 
tion to France and the Pretender, 
whom the Hench monarch had late- 
Iy cauſed to be proclaimed King of 
rea Britam. By his great pains 
and prudence he ſurmounted all the 
embarraſments, that the adverſaries 
of this affair threw in his way, and 
carried his point with remarkable 
mitted to King William then be- 
yond the ſeas; forming, and guid- 
ing, and uniting the counſels of 
the proteſtant world; and by his 
er and intereſt reſcuing and ſu- 
ſtaining the liberties of Hunope. 
When chis noble reſolution of the 
city of Laon was publickly known, 
it animated the affairs of the King, 
and gave new life to his intereſt 
both abroad and athome. A con- 
ſiderable perſon, chen living, com- 
plimented Sir Thamus Une) on this 
1111 occaſion; 
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occaſion; aſſuring him, he had done 
more ſervice to the King, than if 
he had given him ten thouſand 
pounds, or raiſed him a million of 
money. ? | 

Tr1s leading example of Lan- 
don, under the conduct of their 
chief magiſtrate, greatly ſpirited the 
whole nation; and was follow'd by 
Addreſſes of like tendencyfrom moſt 
of the corporations in it. Where- 
upon the King ſoon diflelv'd the 
parliament, and reſolved to have 
the ſenſe of his people upon the 
preſent juncture of affairs expreſſed 
in their choice of a new one, as he 
told them, in that admirable laſt 
Speech of his, Dec. 31. 1701. This 
parliament happily attain'd the 
ends, which this excellent monarch 
defign'd ; for they quickly form'd an 
act for the abjuration of the Pre- 
tender, and the further eſtabliſh- 
ment of the proteſtant ſueceſſion to 
the throne. This law had the royal 
aſſent but the day before the King 
4 1 
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died, and he left it as his beſt /ega- 
cy to the nation. By this means 
was the crown ſecured to that Au- 
Atriqus Family, which now ſo glo- 
riouſly wears it. For tho' it was 
declared by the foregoing parlia- 
ment, to belong to the houſe of 
Brunſwick; yet, in the apprehen- 
ſion of wiſe and thoughtful men, 
it ſtood upon too feeble and hazar- 
dous a foot, till it was guarded and 
ſecured by a ſubſequent law againſt 
all oppoſers. And may.it ever con- 
tinue and flouriſh in that augy/t 
and royal Houſe, for the ſecurity of 
the religion and liberties of the po- 
ſterity of thoſe, who had ſo honou- 
rable an hand in placing and eſta- 
bliſhing it there. It hath been 
thought proper this matter ſhould 
be related at large, not only as a 
ſignal ſervice done by Sir THOoMas 
to the proteſtant cauſe and intereſt, 
wherein himſelf took great and ſpe- 
cial ſatisfaction ; but to obſerve to 
the world, how far our preſent hap- 
24 py 
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py circumſtances are owing to the 
conduct and zeal of a proteſtant 
diſſenter, and how little e 
a law would be, that ſhould utter- 
ly exclude ſuch from all places of 
power and truſt; as in a dangerous 
part of the next reign came pretty 
near to be the caſe. Which leads 
to another inſtance of Sir THouas's 
conduct, of no ſmall advantagefor 
ſecuring the proteſtant ſucceſſion. 

TAE affairs of the nation had 
but a gloomy aſpect, when every 
perſon that was found worſhiping 
in any other congregation, than 
thoſe of the eſtabliſh' d church, was 
utterly excluded from all places of 
truſt or profit. i 

'T was one of the greateſt trials 
of Sir THomas's life, how he 
ſhould behave himſelfupon the paſ- 
ſing of thatlaw ; whether he ſhould 
= all his ſtations of public uſe- 

ulneſs, for holding communion 
with * diſſenters in their 


church aſſemblies, as hitherto he 
H had 
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had done; or continue in thoſe 
burdenſome offices, by confining 
himſelf to that private family wor- 
ſhip, which even that ſevere law al- 
lowed. He made frequent and ſe- 
rious addreſſes to God for direction 
in ſo important an affair, and advi- 
ſed with his neareſt and beſt relatives 
and friends; and at laſt, partly by 
the preſſing inſtances of ſeveral per- 
ſons of diſtinction of our own nati- 
on, but chiefly by the repeated appli- 
cations of the Reſident of Brunſwick, 
who vigorouſly repreſented to him, 
how far the intereſt of his maſter 
might depend upon his continuance 
in his poſt (not without ſtrong 
aſlurances at the ſame time of 
endeavours for relief, whenever 
the proteſtant ſucceſſion in his ma- 
ſter's houſe ſhould take place) he 
was prevailed on to continue in his 
office, and content himſelf for a time 
with that reſtrained way of worſhip, 
which the law allowed. | 


Hz 
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Hz indured this reſtraint ( tho? 
not without a pious grief) for ſe- 
ven years; that he might be capa- 
ble of ſerving his country, and ſe- 
curing the intereſt of his preſent 
Majeſty King GEORGE. During 
this time he made ſeveral remon- 
ſtrances to ſome of the miniſters 
of (tate, upon the head of this hea- 
vy burden; but was {till importun'd 
and encourag'd, by aſſurances of 
help in time, to hold on waiting, 
till a proper ſeaſon of relief ſhould 
come. In this hope he prevailed 
on himſelf to continue his ſelf-de- 
nial, till it ſhould pleaſe God to re- 
ſtore him to his former liberty of 
worſhip in the way which hechole, 
and which ſuch ſervices had well 
deſerved of the public. Nor was 
the King himſelf inſenſible of his 
merit: yet he never {ought any re- 
ward of wealth or honour. *T was 
the ſupport and joy of his ſoul, 
that his conſcience bare him wit- 
neſs, that he ſincerely deſigned in 
1 H all 
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all his public managements the fer- 
vice of God, and of his country. 
And bleſſed be God, he happily 
lived to ſee thoſe fetters broken, 
Imean, that penal law repealed. It 
was great joy to him to ſee the pro- 
teſtant diſſenters freed from this and 
other bonds at once; and with plea- 
ſure and thankfulneſs he enjoyed, 
and uſed his former freedom of wor- 

ſhip, ſome years before his death. 
Ir may not be improper on this 
occaſion to do juſt honour to Sir 
John Fryar, Bar. whoſe place in the 
court of Aldermen, and whoſe prin- 
ciples in religion, joined him almoſt 
in the ſame circumſtances with Sir 
Tromas ABxey, He was influen- 
ced by the ſame motives to conti- 
nue in his place, and fince that re- 
ſtraint was removed, he hath ho- 
nourably paſs'd thro' the ſupreme 
office in the city, wherein he has e- 
ſtabliſhed his character of a wiſe and 
vigilant magiſtrate, and given freſh 
reputation to the diſſenting intereſt. 
YECT. 


of Sir THOMAS ABNEY. $3 


SHISSSSESS ESD ASSSSESSS, 
- g * 0 * * 1 


K Wo nd WV WI 8.7 8.7 4 848 8 7 NZ » 7 Wu N 4 - 8. 4 SPE 8 2 Ns 8 4 N 
a RS Na 2 „en ;& 5 


e 


Sr. III Of his domeſtic conduct. 


N his domeſtic relation 
2) | much might be ſaid ro 
Eng his honour. His enter- 
ance into it, and managements in 
it, were all pious, prudent, and 
regular. When he was ſome years 
above thirty, he thought proper to 
enter into the marriage ſtate; and 
propoſed himſelf for that purpoſe to 
a younger daughter of the reverend 
Mr. 7o/eph Caryl, a perſon of a vit- 
tuous and genteel education, and of 
ſerious piety, and real worth. In- 
deed in this important affair,as there 
is reaſon to believe, religion chiefly 
govern'd his choice; for he well 
knew that muſt be the great founda- 
tion of true comfort, and of every 
bleſſing. Tho he was of years ſuffici= 
ent for choice, yetin amatter of fach 


2 a 
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a nature and moment, he would not 
proceed without the advice and ap- 
probation of his father. He wrote 
to him therefore hereupon in the 
moſt dutiful manner that could be, 
and obtained his hearty conſent. 
With her he liv'd a very happy and 
comfortable life above twenty years, 
and had by her ſeven children. The 
laſt that ſurvived was a ſon, who 
grew up to manhood, and was a 
2 of very promiſing hopes; 

ut it pleas'd God to call him away 
by death, as he had done all the o- 
thers. The mother and children 
lie all buried in the pariſh church 
of St. Peter's, Cornhill. 

Ix the year 1700. he married 
his ſecond wife, Mrs. Mary Cunſton, 
eldeſt daughter of that worthy citi- 
zen, Mr. John Gunſton of Stoke- 
Muington, of equal virtues with 
his former; ſo that under much diſ- 
parity of years, a moſt happy una- 
nimity and entire affection, rather 


with increaſe than any abatement, 
Was 
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was on both hands maintained to 
the laſt; which might juſtly render 
them moſt imitable patterns in a ſo- 
cial ſtate, as they had been in ſin- 
gle life. | 

T 1s ſecond marriage was bleſt 
with one ſon, and three daughters; 
the ſon was a child of a very uncom- 
mon meaſure of underſtanding; and 
thro' the care of his inſtructors had 


attained ſuch an acquaintance with 


the ſcriptures, and manifeſted ſuch 
a pious turn of mind, as was much 
beyond his years. But God ſaw fit 
to remove him, to the great grief 
of his dear relatives, when he was 

little more than fix years old. 
T nx daughters are all yet living, 
and give a hopeful . of being 
great comforts to their ſurviving pa- 

rent, and bleſſings to the world. 

Iz we conſider the deceaſed as a 
father, he was ever careful and ten- 
der of his children, carrying no 
ſuch diſtance as to diſcourage them, 
and yet ſufficiently guarding paren- 
En l 
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tal honour and authority from con- 
tempt. His chief concern was for 
the cultivation of their minds, not 
neglecting to fui niſſi them with the 
means of any other accompliſh- 
ments that are truly ornamental, and 
fit for their age and circumſtances. 
It was no ſmall pleaſure ro him to 
obſerve, that they did not affect im- 
proper liberties, nor hanker after 
the vanities and exceſſes, to which 
the preſent age gives too much in- 
dulgence; and on this account he 
was incouraged to gratify them the 
more, in every thing that might 
tend to their real improvement and 
innocent delight.  _ | 
Towakps his ſervants he was juſt 
and equal ; not only . work, 
but affording them all fit incourage- 
ments and help; remembring him 
elf alſo had a maſter in heaven*. 
Like holy David: His eye was upon 
the good, that they ſhould ſerve him: 
and ſuch had his ſpecial favour. If 
e „Col. iv. 1. „ 


any 
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any were otherwiſe, they muſt 
mend, or leave his ſervice: The de- 
certful and wicked ſhould not tarry in 
his ſight, but the faithful ſhould dwell 
with him. It is the juſt and per- 
tinent obſervation of a grave and 
pious perſon, who liv'd ſome years 
in the family, That the good reſo- 
lutions of holy Dawd in that P/alm 
wereas fully exemplified inthe con- 
duct of Sir THoMas ABNEY, as i 
any one he ever knew. f 

Fox holy order and government, 
and exerciſes of religion, his houſe 
was a church. Here were every 
day the morning arid evening ſacri- 
ficesof prayer and praiſe, and read- 
ing the holy ſcriptures, with ſome 
proper help many times to under- 
ſtand and profit by them. 3 11 

Tur Lord's day he ſtrictly ob- 
ſerved and ſanctified. God was here 
ſolemnly ſought, and worſhiped, 
both before and after the family's 
attendance on public ordinances. 


* Pſalm ci. 6, 7 * 


Repeating 
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Repeating ſermons, or reading good 
books, inſtructing the houſhold, 
and ſinging the praiſes of God to- 
gether, were much of the ſacred 


imployment of this holy day; va- 


riety and brevity making all not 
burdenſom, but pleaſant, and leav- 
ing room for cloſet devotion, as 


Well as for intervening works of ne- 


ceſſity and mercy. Any coming 
here with a ſerious tincture of mind 
would be ready to ſay: Surely this 
7s. the houſe of God, this is the gate 
of heauen . 

AND beſide the ordinary and ſta- 
ted ſervices of religion, occaſional 
calls and ſeaſons for worſhip were 
here alſo much regarded. In ſig- 
nal family mercies, and afflictions, 
in going journies, undertaking or 
accompliſhing any matters of grea- 
ter moment, God was eſpecially 
own'd by prayer and praiſe; the 
help of miniſters being often call'd. 
in upon ſuch occaſions. - 


Gen. XxViil. 17s * 


THrko? 
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THrro' the whole courſe of his 
life he was prieſt in his own family, 
excepting when a miniſter happen'd 
to be preſent, or any ſuch ſojourn'd 
with him. His conſtant practice 
was to lead the honſhold in the 
acts of worſhip, and to offer their 
addrefles to God; which he did 
with great ſeriouſneſs of thought, 
and warmth of affection. - 

Tur word of God being con- 
ſtantly read before prayer in the fa- 
mily, he choſe to do that alſo him- 
ſelf, unleſs for a few of the laſt years 
of his life, wherein he thought fit 
to put that part upon his children. 
But as to the ſermons that were 
read in the evening of the Lord's 
day, he took that upon himſelf, 


and held that courſe to the time of 


his laſt ſickneſs and death. And 
thoſe who reſided in his houſe know _ 


with what affection he performed 
that work, how often he hath been 
melted into tears, ſo that he could 
ſcarce proceed without a pauſe. 
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IN his addreſſes to God in the fa- 
mily *tis juſtly believed he had 
much of divine aſſiſtance, being ob- 
ſerved to be more ready and fluent 
of ſpeech in thoſe duties, than on 
other occaſions of life. It hath al- 
ſo been remark'd, that when he had 
juſt come from the neceſſary buſi- 
neſs and affairs of his ſtation, it was 
ſtill with ſuch compoſure of ſpirit, 
that he was ever in a frame for the 
exerciſes of religion, and gave rea- 
ſon from thence to conclude, that 


he walbd with God all the day long. 
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SECT. IV. Of his cul liſe aud 
Magiſtracy. 
T his civil capacities, and 
carriage abroad, all was 
With much decency and ac- 
ceptation. His good temper, and 
great integrity, render'd him much 
valued 
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valued and reſpected in the city. In 
the year 1693. he was elected He- 
riff of London and Middleſex ; which 
truſt he executed ſo honourably and 
faithfully, thar before his year ex- 
-pired he was choſen Alderman of 
Vintry ward, and receiv'd alſo the 
-honour of Knighthood from his 
Majeſty King William. And in the 
year 1700. he was choſen Lord 
Mayor, ſome years before his turn. 
In all theſe poſts his conduct was ſo 
juſt and prudent, and generally ap- 
proved, that the next year the ci- 
tizens choſe him one of tlieir Re- 
preſentatrves in parliament, as the 
greateſt mark of their confidence 
and eſteem they could give him. 
This was the parliament, to the 
calling whereof, *tis ſuppoſed, his 
conduct in his Mayoralty had fo 
much influence: in which he had 
afterward the honour to repreſent 
the capital city. 

In his private ſtation, and way 
of life, he never affected pomp or 
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gaity, or numerous attendants, nor 
would he uſe them; but yet in pub- 
lic poſts, where the honour of ma- 
giſtracy required it, none was more 
enerous, or magnificent. 

Ix the Commiſſion of the Peace, 
as in all his other public truſts, he 
plainly diſcovered, that he was not 
govern'd by gain, nor any ſiniſter 


or ſelfiſh views; but that uſefulneſs, 


and doing good in the world was 
his aim. Ie £1] 
HE was always very zealous for 
the cauſe of liberty, in oppoſition 
to illegal and arbitrary power; and 
of Juſtice, againſt oppreſſion and 
all manner of perſecution. 
© He would never bear hard upon 
any; but was always ready to ſuc- 
cour and help the injured, and ſuch 
as were born upon by others. 
Hs was very patient in hearing 
the numerous cauſes which were 
brought before him; and juſt in 
his determinations concerning 'em, 
fo far as came within his ſphere. 
| Hz 
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Hx encouraged and countenan- 
ced all regular endeavours for the 
reformation of manners, and would 
neither deny nor delay bringing ob- 
ſtinate offenders in that kind to ju- 
ſtice; yet in petty contentions, 
wherein the peace and welfare of 
the public were little or nothing 
concerned, he would perſuade the 
parties, and many times with good 
ſucceſs, to make up their differen- 
ces among themſelves. 

H x was very faithful and diligent 
in attending to, and filling up the 
duties of every poſt, into which he 
was choſen, and which he had ac- 
cepted, even to the injury of his 
health many times, and diverſe o- 
ther inconveniences i in reference to 
his own private affairs. 

Hrs probity, juſtice, and good- 
neſs: were in fo high account a- 
mong his fellow citizens, that they 

* various marks of their e- 
eem, beſides thoſe which have 
been mentioned. | 


As 
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As he had been always zealous 
to promote the nation's beſt inter- 
_ eſt, and to uphold public credit; ſo 
he was an early promoter of the 
Bank of Enyland, that conſtant 
fund and ſupport of national credit; 
and for many years before he died, 

was of the number of thoſe, who 
had the direction and management 
of it. mage 

He was likewiſe choſen Pre/ident 
of St. Thomas's Hoſpital in South». 
wark, built and endow'd for the 
relief of the ſick, whoſe poverty 
made them objects of charity: and 
he continued in that preſidency all 
the latter years of his life, 

- He ſurviv'd all his ſenior brethren. 
in the court of Aldermen, and at- 
tained the venerable title of Father 
of the City, and as ſuch was honou- 
red by the citizens. Nor have there 
wanted inftances of that honoura- 
ble bench, who, altho' perhaps of 
different principles in ſome matters 
relating both to civil and religious 

P liberty, 
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liberty, yet paid ſo high regard to 


Sir THOMAS ABNEY's conduct and 


real worth, that they profelſs'd to 


make him their pattern, when they 
were choſen to the Mayoralty, 
which he had paſſed thro' with ſo 
general applauſe. _ _ 

H x never a&ed with violence, or 
intemperate zeal; but ſhewed great 
humanity and good will toall per- 
ſons, even where he could not be- 
friend their cauſe, but diſcounte- 
nance and oppoſe that to the utter- 
moſt. 

Never did a magiſtrate more 
juſtly obtain univerſal eſteem, Ma- 
ny of thoſe who ſcarcely agreed in 
any thing elſe, yet agreed in this: 
to pay great honour to Sir Thomas's 


known virtue and unſpotted cha- 
racter. 
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63 cr. V. Of his behaviour in the 
Church of God. 


HEN he came to maturity 
AW of judgment, he well con- 
ider'd the obligation to re- 
cognize his baptiſmal covenant, and 
enter into full communion 1 the 
church, for the uſe and enjoyment 
of all Chriſt s appointments. 

_ Hz was of a catholic ſpirit, and 
lov'd all true chriſtians rightly hold- 
ing Chriſt the head.. Yet among 
particular churches he took ſome 
to be more conformed to- ſcripture 
rule, than others, and more fit- 
ted thereby for ſpiritual edificati- 
on; ſuch he believed thoſe of the 
proteſtant diſſenters generally to 
be, and thereforejoined himſelf with 


one of them, for ordinary and ſta- 
Col. ii. 19. 


ted 
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ted worſhip, via. that which was then 
under the paſtoral care of the reve- 
rend Dr. Facomb; and after his de- 
ceaſe, of thatexcellent perſon, and 
great divine Mr. John Howe. Of 
this religious ſociety he continued a 
moſt valued member and ornament, 
till call'd by God to that infinitely 
more happy and perfect one above. 

HE was a molt ſerious and con- 
ſtant attender on the ſacred ordi- 
nances, taking notes of the ſermons 
which he heard, for theuſe ofhim- 
ſelfand his family. Some of theſe 
taken long ago in ſhort-hand, from 
the mouth of thoſe his much valued 
paſtors before mentioned, and of o- 
thers, he would often review; and 
many of his hours of retirement 
were imploy'd this way, eſpecially 
in thoſe latter years of reſtraint from 
publick worſhip, by the penal law 
before ſpoken of, 

THIS practice indeed of Selle 
ing the preacher with the pen is now 


left off by many, on pretence of 
K 2 diſadvan- 
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diſadvantage to the memory, and 
affections; but whether the diſuſe 
ariſe not from other cauſes, and be 
not more prejudicial, may not be 
unfit for an impartial inquiry. 

. Taro' the ordinary and ſtated 
communion of the deceaſed was, as 
hath been ſignified, in the way of 
the proteſtant diſſenters; yet he was 
far from cenſuring others, whoſe li- 
berty of judging for themſelves he 
would no more have infringed, than 

he would his own. | 

OccaslonAL communion alſo 
with the eſtabliſh'd church he ac- 
counted lawful, and all along pra- 
ctiſed it, when expreſſing his cha- 
rity, or holding a capacity for any 
conſiderable ſervice made it neceſ- 
ſary. And thoſe of that communion, 
whether clergy or laity, whom he 
ſaw to be ſober and pious, he as tru- 
ly reſpected, as he did thoſe of his 
own. He was indeed an hearty lo- 
ver of all miniſters, of whatſoever: 
denomination, whom he ſaw, or 
wy —— heard, 
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heard, to be ſerious and diligent in 
purſuing the great buſineſs of their 
function, and who carried it becom- 
ing their character. They were 
welcome to his houſe and table, and 
entertain'd with ſincere regards. His 
principle in the point of occaſional 
conformity was much the ſame, with 
that deſcribed and defended in the 
book mention'd here below*. 

ALL the miniſtrations of the Goſ- 
pel were his delight, he liv'd daily 
on the great truths, andin rhe prac- 
tice of the duties of it, to his comfort 
here, and hisfalvation.in the other 
world, in which heis now happy. 


* Dr, Calamy's abridgment of Mr. Baxter's life, Vol. I. p. 285, 
293. and Mr. How's letter there, p. 579. | 


BIT jy did not at all amaze or 
ERS terrify him; he had learn- 


Nr 


ed to die, before he was called to it. 
n When 
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When his diſeaſe grew ſomewhat 


threatning, and a chriſtian friend 
enquired about his hope, as to a bet- 
ter world: he expreſſed his truſt in 
the mercy of God thro? Chriſt, and 
ſaid, he had comfortable hope in his 
love; telling him alſo, that he had 
ſometimes enjoy'd ſuch views of the 
heavenly glory thro' faith, as made 
himeven wiſh todie, that he might 
be poſſeſſed of it. 

WIN the ſaid friend ſaid to him: 
SIR, we hope you have no tempta- 
tion, or darkneſs upon your ſpirit: 
he anſwered, He thanked God he 
had not; but added, how it might 
be with him in the dying hour, he 
could not tell, yet hoped that God 
would be with him therein alſo. 
Wuꝝxx ſome miniſters were met 
to ſeek God on his account, being 
aſkt, what his ſpecial deſires were? 
he ſaid: that God would give him 
patience and ſubmiſſion to his will, 
and preparedneſs for it, whether it 
ſhould be life or death. Which de- 
: | ſires 
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fires ſeem'd clearly to be anſwer'd, 
in that reſignation to the divine 
pleaſure, which he ſhew'd to the laſt. 

Wren afterwards he was told, 
they had been praying for his life, 
and that they hoped God would an- 
ſwer their requeſt: he ſaid, he hoped 
God would anſwer prayer: but, leſt 
he ſhould be thought deſirous of 
life, he added: but God does not 
always anſwer prayer in the wa 
which we may think will be beſt; 
but that he hoped God would an- 
{wer it, as himſelf ſhould know 
would be beſt for him. 

H appeared often in his ſickneſs 
to be lifting up his heart to God; and 
with a moſt calm and compoſed ſpi- 
rit went on toward death, as he had 
done thro all the ſtages of life. Se- 
renity and peace, humility and un- 
diſſembled religion ran as a golden 
thread thro' his whole courſe. 

Ox enquiries concerning his ſoul, 
he ſtil] expreſſed good hope thro? 
grace of an happy eternity. 

ON 
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Ox the Lords day morning before 
his death, he prayed for himſelf, 
like one departing out of this life; 
and for his family, like one that was 
leaving it. 
Is the afternoon, his fever riſing 
high, his thoughts were leſs connec- 
ted; yet ſomething devout and hea- 
venly appear'd ſtill in them. He of- 
ten mention'd Chriſt, calling on 
him: Bleſſedredeemer / glorious re- 
deemer / with other the like expreſ- 
ſions. The labour of his thoughts 
and tongue was continually about 
divine things, as tho he was praying 
in his family, or reading a ſermon 
to *em, according to his conſtant 
practice in the evening of every 
Lord's day. So far did the power of 
divine grace, and the inward ſprings 
of habitual piety work in his ſoul, 
and break thro” all the diſorders of 
animal life! 
O Twe/day morning, February 6. 
when his beloved and faithful 
friend, who often miniſtred in his fa- 
ö pe: mily 
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mily in holy things, had commend- 
ed his ſoul to God in his laſt mo- 
ments; he ſignified, that he had 
both Adden to, and underſtood 
what had been ſpoken. 

Ar noon that day the fever roſe 
with fatal violence, and at a little af- 
ter nine at night prevaiPd over na- 
ture; yet without agonies, or vehe- 
ment emotions, he quietly fell aſleep 
in ibe Lord. Aud thoſe which ſleep in 
Jeſus, we know for our comfort, God 
will bring with him. 

Trvs died this excellent perſon, 
to whom may well be applied that 
of the Pſalmiſt: Mark the perfect 
man, and behold the upright, far the 
end of that man is Pe b. 

To conclude: Should his cha- 
racter be ſum'd up, I know not 
how it can be more juſtly done, than 
one long and throughly acquainted 
with him thus gives it. 

* 1 Cor, xv. 18, 1 Theſſ. iii. 14. Pſ. xxxvii. 37. 
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« As achriſtian, he was one that 
made the holy (cri ptures the only 
rule of his faith, and life; and 
kept as near to *em in beck, as 
moſt good men have done. 

« ASa magiſtrate, he was one that 


feared God, and hated covetouſ- 


neſs; who puniſh d the guilty for 
the ſafety of the innocent, and 
with defire and wiſh of the a- 
mendment of the criminal. 

« As a huſband, he was tender 
and affectionate: 

« As a father, loving and f 
6e As a maſter, not peeviſh or 
fretful, but eaſy to be appeas'd; 
readier to overlook faults, than 
quick to eſpy them : 

* As a friend, ready and ſincere. 
« And, in aword, he hath left 
ſcarce any better, and but few 
4 1 88 
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N oliloquy or Mourning Meditation 
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Quis defiderio fit pudor aut modus 
Tam chari Capitis? præcipe lugubres 
Cantus, Melpomene. 
Ergone ABNEIUM perpetans ſopor 
Urget? Cui Pudor & Fuſtitie ſoror 
neorrupta Fides, nudaque N Da, 
Quando ullum invement parem? Hor. 
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Lady AB MEI. 


MaDAM, 


OUR grief is great and juſt. 

| = It is not in the power of verſe 
hol T [ARG fo charm it: Tour comforts 
8 a muſt ariſe from a diviner 
EEE 17, My reſidence in your 
Family hath made me a witneſs to the lu- 
ſtre of Sir TnoMas ABNEY's character, and 
to the years of your felicity; and I bear a 
ſenſible ſhare in all the ſorrows that are ſhed 
on his tomb. 

The Nation mourns a good man loſt from 
the midſt of us, a publick bleſſmg vaniſht from 
the earth. The City mourns the loſs of 4a 
oſt excellent magiſtrate, a ſure friend to 
virtue, and a guardian to the publick peace. 
The Church of Chriſt mourns à beautiful 


pillar taken from the ſupport and ornament 


of 
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DEDICATION. 


of the temple. All theſe are publick ſorrows ; 

but your loſs, Mapam, carries a pain in it, 
that muſt be unknown to all but ſuch as knew 
the domeſtick virtues of the deceaſed. 


T hoſe who have the honour of your Ladi- 
ſhip's acquaintance can tell whence you derive 
your daily conſolations, even from that world 
where your departed relative drinks them at 
the fountain head. O may thoſe ſtreams de- 
ſcend in full meaſure hourly and refreſh your 
ſelf and your mourning houſe ! 


But if a verſe cannot give comfort to the 
living, yet it may do honour tothe dead and 
'tis for this reaſon that your Ladiſhip de- 

fires a verſe to attend theſe few memorials of 
Sir THoMas ABNEY's /ife. His modeſty 
hath concealed a thouſand things from the 
world which might have ſtood as witneſſes 
of his piety and goodneſs ; but he thought it 
ſufficient that his record was on high. Tet 
your unfeigned love follows him to the grave, 
and would do every rot that might adorn 
his name and memory. F; mce you have call d 
me to this piece of ſervice, the obligations 
that your Ladiſbip hath laid upon me are 
 firong enough to ſummon up my youthful 
powers and talents, even when 1 look upon 


them as buried and almoſt forgotten. 
w eſides, 


DEDICATION. 


Beſides, MA DAM, there are ſome occur- 
rences that can of themſelves rouze the muſe 
from the deepeſt ſleep. Poeſy is not always 
under the command of the will. As there 
have been occaſions heretofore when I have 
wiſhed to write, but the imagination has re- 
Fuſed to attend the wiſh ; ſo there are ſea- 
ſons when verſe comes almoſt without a call, 
and the will might reſiſt in vain. A few 
ſuch ſeaſons have I met with in the courſe 
of my life, and ſome of them have found me 
even in the chambers of death. When 1 
have ſpent days in the midſt of mourning, 
and the whole ſoul hath been tuned to ſor- 
row, the harp hath ſounded of its own ac- 
cord, and awaken'd all the doleful ſtrings. 
Such was the hour when your dear and ho- 
noured brother Mr. Thouas GUNSTON de- 
parted this life ; and ſuch is the preſent pro- 
vidence. Uncommon worth forſaking our 
world ſtrikes all the powers of nature with 
ſentiments of honour and grief, and the hand 
and the heart conſent to raiſe a monument of 
love and ſorrow. 2 5 . 


Accept then, Honoured M ap amr, theſe 
lines of Elegy, as a ſincere pledge of the grea- 
teſt veneration which my heart pays to the 
memory of Sir THoMas ABNEY. How 
far ſoever the verſe may fall below the theme, 
het now it muſt always live, face it is join d 

10 


DE DICAT ION. 
to theſe Memoirs, and attach to a Chara- 


fer that Cannot die. And while ſucceed- 
es ſhall read the honours due to the 


2 05 let them know alſo the gratitude 
F pay to your Ladiſhip for the ſignal bene- 
fits of many years, confer'd on 


Your LapisnrieP's 


a Moſt obliged, and 


Obedient Servant, 


I. War rs. 
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His . Lie. 


e Er exp Fl | A gene groan 

« Sounds beg h the houſe. How 

2 muſt a Fiend behave 

Where death and grief Have rais d their 
throne, 

And the ſad chambers ſeem th' apartments of 


the grave? 
| 1 II. Shall 
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II. 


Shall I appear amongſt the chief 
Of Mourners, wailing o'er the dear Deceaſt 
Or muſt I ſeek to charm their grief, 
And in diſtreſs of ſoul to comfort the di- 
ſtreſt ? 42 


ine 16 
I mourn by turns, and comfort too: 
He that can feel, can caſe another's ſmart. 
The drops of ſympathetic woe 
Convey the heavenly cordial warmer to the 
heart. 


AS. | 
We mourn! a thouſand joys deceaſt, 
We name the Husband with a mournful 
tongue; Wo Bo 
He, when the powers of life decreas'd, 


Felt the diviner flames of love for ever young. 


8 VI 
hrice happy man! Thrice happy pair! 
If love could bid approaching death remove, 
Ihe painful name of Y/7dow here 
Had ever been unknown. But death is deaf 
OS... 


VI. ALBINa 
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VI. 
2 ALBIN A mourns, ſhe mourns alone, 
Her grief unrival'd in a houſe of tears, 
The partner of her ſoul is gone, 
Who doubled all her joys, and half ſuſtain'd 
her cares. 


VII. 
See the fair Offspring of the dead, 
With their young griefs Albina they incloſe, 
Beſide the Father's dying bed ; 
And as her woes increaſe, their loye and duty 
grows. 


VIII. 
The Children feel the Mother's pain, 
Down their pale cheeks the trickling ſor- 
rows roll ; 
The Mother ſees and weeps again, 
With all the tender paſſions ſtruggling i in her 
ſoul. 


IX. 
The tender paſſions reign and ſpread 
Thro the whole houſe, and to the courts de- 
ſcend: 
We mourn the beſt of Brothers dead: 
We mourn the kindeft Maſter, and the firm- 
eſt Friend. 


»The Lady ABNevy, 


M 2 X. We 
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X. 
We mourn; but not as wretches do, 
Where vicious lives all hope | in death deſtroy : 
A falling tear is nature's due; | 
But hope climbs high, and borders on celeſtial 
JOY. 335 294 


0.18 
I ̃! here ſits the late departed Saint; 
There dwells the Husband, Father, Brother, 
Friend: 
Ihen let us ceaſe the ſore complaint, 
Or mingled with our groans let notes of praiſe 
aſcend. 


1 
Great God, to thee we raiſe our ſong, 
Thine were the graces that inricht his mind; 
We bleſs thee, that he ſhone ſo long, 
And left ſo fair a track of pious life behind. 


9 2 
Juſtum & tenacem propoſiti virum, &c. 


Hac arte. Exixus arces attigit igneas. Hor. 


PART 


PART II. | 
His public character and death. 


I. 
U can domeſtic ſorrow ſhew 
B || Anation's loſs? Can private tears 
ſuffice 
To mourn the Saint and Nuler too, 
Great names, ſo rarely join d below the bliſs- 
ful skies? 
IT. 


Could ApNnty in our world be born, 
Could ABNELr live, and not Britannia ſmile ? 

Or die, and not Britannia mourn *, 
When ſuch ethereal worth left our degenerate 


iſle ? 
III. 
'Twas heavenly wiſdom, zeal divine, 
Taught him the balance and the ſword to 
hold. 
His looks with ſacred juſtice ſhine, 
Beyond the ſcarlet honours, or the wreathen 


gold. 
IV. 


Truth, freedom, courage, prudence ſtood 
Attending, when he fill'd the ſolemn chair: 


Cunctis ille bonis flebilis occidit, Hor. 
| The | ls 
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86 An ELEOIAC ODE 
He knew no friendſhips, birth, nor 


blood, 


Not wade; nor gay attire, when criminals 
were there . 


125 Wo | 
He ſign'd their doom with ſteady hand; 
Yet drops of pity from his eye. lids roll: 
He puniſh'd to reform the land, 
With terror on his brow, and mercy in his 


ſoul. 
VI. 


His tongue was much unskill'd to chide; 
Soft were his lips, and all his language ſweet : 
His ſoul diſdain'd the airs of pride, 
Yet loye and reverence greet him thro' the 
crouded ſtreet, 


VII. | 
God-like he liv'd and acted here, 
Moving unſeen, and till ſublimely great; 
Vet when his country claim'd his care, 
Deſcending he appear'd, and bore the pomp 
of ſtate. 


| « —xf animus tibi | Rojeci alto dos nocentium 
- Rerumgz prudens, & ſecundis Vultu. Hor. 
Temporibus, * rectus; | > Dui querit Pater urbium 
Vindex avare fraudis, & abſtinens Subſcribi ftatuis, indomitam 
Ducentis ad ſe cuncta pecunie. | audeat 
Bonus atq; fidus Refrenare licentiam, | 
Jude honeftum pretulit wili » (+ | Cades, & rabiem tollere ci- 
: | UII cnn Hor. 
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VIII. 


He more than once oblig d the throne, 


And ſav'd the nation; yet he ſhun d the fame, 
Careleſs to make his merit known. 

The Chriſtian hath enough that heaven re- 
cords his name. 


IX. 
His humble ſoul convers d on high; 
Heaven was his hope, his reſt, his native 
_.._., home: 
His treaſures lay above the le” 
Much he poſſeſt on earth, but more in worlds 
to come. | 


X. 
With ſilent ſteps he trac d the way 
To the fair courts of light, his wiſh d abode; 
Nor would he ask a moment's ſtay, 
Nor make the convoy wait, that call q his ſoul 
to God. 


3 
See the good man with head reclin d, 
And peaceful heart, reſigns his precious 
breath: 
No guilty thoughts oppreſs his mind; 
Calm and ſerene his life, ſerene and calm 
his death. 
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XII. 
Laden with honouts and with years, 
His vigorous virtue ſhot a youthful ray; 
And while he ends his race, appears 
Bright as the ſetting ſun of a Jong cloud. 
— 1, 


3 
Sdett with the toil of buſic hours, 
Nature retir'd, and'life fank down to ſleep : 
Cong: dreſs the bed, with fadeleſs flow- 


Come, el, round his tomb immortal vi- 
gils keep. 


XIV. 
The heart of cvery Briton reats 
A Monument to Avey's ſpotleſs fame 
| The pencil faints, the muſe deſpairs; 17 
His coutitry's grief and love muſt eterniſe his 
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Sic gecinit meren, Ne 
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